SPEAKERS’ BIO’S

TONY FERRAR, Master of Ceremonies

Tony is a Wildlife Ecologist and Park Management Professional.  He has degrees in Agriculture (1965, UKZN) and Tropical Resource Ecology (1973, UCR/Z) and has lifelong experience in the wildlife management field.

In the 1980’s, he worked for the CSIR, managing the funding of ecological research at universities throughout South Africa. Over the past 20 years, he headed a major conservation NGO (WESSA), then consulted throughout the SADC region in park planning and has held advisory roles for leading international aid agencies.  He is currently working for the Mpumalanga Parks Board helping to coordinate their Biodiversity Conservation Plan.

Contact details:  (013) 712-4508, tonyferrar@wol.co.za
PAUL DE BRUYN

Paul is Co-Founder and CEO of Ukwakhisana, an initiative focused on socio-economic development of communities near the Kruger National Park.  He has a Bachelor of Commerce Degree (Rhodes University, 1982) with majors in Business Administration, Mercantile Law and Agricultural Economics. He completed a UNISA Advanced Executive Programme in 1994.

In 1988 Paul raised R98 million for Enos Mabuza for low cost housing in Mpumalanga. He was later responsible for private sector funding and management of the establishment of the Maputaland Coastal Forest Reserve (from 1991-1998). In 1992/3 he successfully mediated a dispute between 5 communities and neighbouring farmers in KZN Midlands. Between 1996 and 1999 he raised nearly R500,000 for disadvantaged children’s’ programs (CHOC, Johannesburg Children’s Home & Autism SA). 

Contact details:  (013) 750-0792, degula@icon.co.za
JOHN ANDERSON

John has been a Specialist Scientist with the National Botanical Society in Pretoria since 1989.  He has a BSc (Geology), a BSc Hons (Palaeontology) and a PhD (Palaeontology) from the Witwatersrand University.

He was Research Officer for Bernard Price University for Palaeontology from 1968-1970. Thereafter he was Research Palynologist for Southern Oil Exploration.  From 1975-1989 he held various positions with the Botanical Research Institute in Pretoria. In 1998 John founded  the Gondwana Alive Society, an international project aimed at stemming the Sixth Extinction.

Contact details:  (012) 804 3200, gondwana@absamail.co.za
LES CARLISLE

Les is the Group Conservation Manager for Conservation Corporation Africa, based in Nelspruit.  He has extensive experience in game management, specialising in game capture and translocation.  From 1983-1987 he ran his own game capture and translocation company - Helicapture (Pty) Ltd.  He established the Phinda Game Reserve and Lodge for CC Africa. During this period he initiated the Phinda Community Development Programme, which has built more than R10 million worth of classrooms, clinics, water projects and a Community Production Centre.

Contact details:  (013) 744-3230, l.carlisle@ccafrica.com
MATSHEPO KHUMBANE

Matshepho founded the Water for Food Movement.  The Movement is a grassroots social movement about rebuilding the values and hope in villages by: creating personal hope amongst the poor; transferring skills for household food security, including rainwater harvesting, gardening, food preparation and storage; resocialisation of the youth; mobilising community leadership to recognise and support the efforts of food-insecure households; rekindling of traditional food security festivals and the creation of community social safety nets.

Contact details:  (012) 735-1570; 083 955 6021

MARK BOTHA

After graduating from UCT with an Ecology Hons. Degree, Mark initiated two  community conservation and development projects in Maputaland.  He then managed the Maputo Elephant Reserve in Moçambique for a year. Thereafter he explored Australia for a year, where he was involved in farmer extension and rainforest rehabilitation work.  He recognised the value of including private landowners in the formal conservation establishment and the importance of encouraging landowners to invest in sustainable land use.

On returning to SA, he read his MSc in Floodplain Ecology, studying the effects of floods, droughts and dams.  In 1999 he joined the Botanical Society in Kirstenbosch to investigate incentives that would encourage farmers to preserve some of the richest and most threatened ecosystems in the Fynbos. After years of needs assessments, research and lobbying policy, he is now the Co-Director of the Conservation Unit.  He is responsible for running a national program to place incentives in legislation and to train conservation agency staff in the application of stewardship on private lands.

Contact details: (021) 797-2284, capeveg@gem.co.za
